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recognition of his deep commitment to country 
and community. George L. Forbes is being 
honored today with a Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). 
For 17 years, Mr. Forbes has served as Presi-
dent of the NAACP, and helped support their 
mission of ‘‘ensuring the political, educational, 
social, and economic equality of rights of all 
persons’’ and eliminating racial discrimination 
in our country. 

George Forbes has committed his life to 
serving and helping others. He served in the 
United States Marine Corps from 1951 to 
1953. He taught social studies in the Cleve-
land public school system while completing his 
own education. In 1964, George was elected 
to the Cleveland City Council and his impres-
sive career in public service included being 
Majority Leader of Cleveland City Council, Co- 
Chairman of the Cuyahoga County Democratic 
Party, and the longest serving City Council 
President in the city’s history. In 1971 George 
co-founded Cleveland’s first black-owned law 
firm, Forbes, Fields, & Associates Co. L.P.A. 

The NAACP is not the first to bestow high 
honors on this remarkable man. His vocation 
for bettering the lives of those around him has 
earned him recognition from the Black Affairs 
Council, Cleveland State University Maxine 
Goodman Levin College of Urban Affairs, the 
National Association of Securities Profes-
sionals, the National Action Network Inc., and 
Baldwin Wallace College where he taught 
courses in Political Science. With this out-
standing record of service, it’s no wonder that 
the Cleveland Plain Dealer named Mr. Forbes 
as one of the 50 most influential people in 
Cleveland’s history. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor and recognition of George L. 
Forbes as he receives the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award from the NAACP. Mr. Forbes is 
the prime candidate for this prestigious rec-
ognition. His legacy and unwavering commit-
ment to public service will serve as inspiration 
to others for decades to come. 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. PETER T. KING 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 19, 2009 

Mr. KING of New York. Madam Speaker, 
pursuant to the Republican Leadership stand-
ards on earmarks, I am submitting the fol-
lowing information regarding earmarks I re-
ceived as part of H.R. 2892—the Department 
of Homeland Security Appropriations Act, 
2010. 

Requesting Member: Congressman PETER 
T. KING 

Bill Number: H.R. 2892 
Account: Science & Technology/Research, 

Development, Acquisition, & Operations 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Long Is-

land Forum for Technology 
Address of Requesting Entity: 111 West 

Main Street, Babylon, NY 11706 
Description of Request: $1,000,000 will be 

used to continue a pilot program to identify 
and transition advanced technologies and 
manufacturing processes that will achieve sig-
nificant productivity and efficiency gains in the 
homeland security industrial base. It is an ap-

propriate use of taxpayer funds because this 
project will increase quality while reducing the 
costs of products delivered to first responders. 
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HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
JOSEPH WILLIAM MCCRAY, JR. 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 19, 2009 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, the city of 
Mobile and indeed the entire state of Alabama 
recently lost a dear friend, and I rise today to 
honor him and pay tribute to his memory. Jo-
seph William McCray Jr. was a devoted family 
man and an outstanding community leader. 

A native of Pensacola, Mr. McCray was 
raised in the Carver’s Court neighborhood in 
north Mobile. He was a graduate of Central 
High School and attended Tennessee State 
University. 

A veteran of the U.S. Army, Mr. McCray 
dedicated over three decades to the South 
Alabama Regional Planning Commission Area 
Agency on Aging serving as the nutrition coor-
dinator. He was instrumental in the develop-
ment and operation of nutrition centers for the 
elderly in Mobile, Baldwin and Escambia coun-
ties. Following his retirement, he served as the 
director of the U.J. Robinson Memorial Adult 
Day Care Center. He had also served as the 
District 2 commissioner for Mobile’s Human 
Relations Commission. 

Mr. McCray joined the Mobile Area Mardi 
Gras Association (MAMGA) in the early 1970s 
and quickly became involved in all of the as-
sociation’s committees, including serving as fi-
nancial secretary. He was instrumental in or-
ganizing MAMGA’s joint functions with the Mo-
bile Carnival Association. In 1992, Mr. McCray 
was elected as the third president of MAMGA 
and served until 1996. He is one of only a few 
men widely known as ‘‘Mr. Mardi Gras.’’ 

Mr. McCray was a past president of 100 
Black Men of Greater Mobile, and he recently 
received their coveted Achievement Award. 
He was also a 3rd Degree Knights of St. Peter 
Claver and was a past president of the Com-
rades Social Club. An active member of his 
church, Prince of Peace Catholic Church, Mr. 
McCray served on the Parish Council, the 
Building and Grounds Committee, and many 
other affiliations within the parish. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in remembering a man who dedicated his 
life to south Alabama. Mr. McCray will be 
dearly missed by his family—his wife of 44 
years, Faye C. McCray; his son, Joseph 
McCray III; his sisters, Jolita Dorsett and 
Severia Norton; and his grandchildren, Julian 
Christopher and Reagan Michelle McCray—as 
well as the countless friends he leaves behind. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with them 
during this difficult time. 
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INCREASING THE LEVEL OF EX-
PERTISE AND CULTURAL 
AWARENESS IN AFGHANISTAN 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 19, 2009 

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, today I intro-
duced legislation along with my colleague from 

Washington, Mr. LARSEN, to enhance the abil-
ity of General McChrystal to bring our mission 
in Afghanistan to a successful completion. 

One of the key problems facing our mission 
in Afghanistan is the limitation on service for 
nearly all military and most civilians deployed 
there. Nearly all Americans serve no longer 
than 12 months, costing the overall U.S. effort 
critical military, language and personal rela-
tionship experience needed to sustain momen-
tum in the war effort. 

General McChrystal intends to implement a 
‘‘classic counterinsurgency campaign’’ de-
signed to win the support of the Afghan peo-
ple and drive a wedge between them and the 
Taliban. In a tribal culture like Afghanistan, it 
will be essential for General McChrystal to 
have people with established, personal rela-
tionships with local leaders in order for his 
strategy to succeed. 

Our legislation authorizes a $250,000 incen-
tive bonus for servicemembers to agree to 
serve in Afghanistan for the duration of the 
mission, up to six years. This bonus would be 
paid at the end of their service in Afghanistan. 
The bill authorizes an additional $250,000 in-
centive bonus for a servicemember who volun-
teers for the duration who scores a 4.0 on the 
Foreign Service Institute test for the dominant 
languages of Pashto and Dari. These soldiers 
would receive a payment of $500,000 at the 
completion of their service in Afghanistan. 

These ‘‘for the duration’’ volunteers would 
quickly become the elite of our effort, bringing 
the most skills to bear for senior commanders 
and troops in contact with the enemy. The 
knowledge they would bring cannot be taught 
in the U.S., it can only be gained through ex-
perience in the field. Just a handful of these 
soldiers in each Afghan province will make a 
world of difference. 

f 

HONORING THE 90TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF A&W RESTAURANT 

HON. JERRY McNERNEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 19, 2009 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in celebrating the 90th 
anniversary of A&W, a famous and treasured 
American company. 

Founded in Lodi, California, a city I am hon-
ored to represent, meals and root beer floats 
at A&W are a tradition for many families. 

A&W started as a root beer stand owned by 
Roy Allen, who sold root beer for a nickel a 
mug on a downtown corner. The soda proved 
so popular that the company quickly expanded 
to four sites, and the concession evolved into 
what is thought to be the country’s first ‘‘drive- 
in.’’ 

Later, Mr. Allen asked Frank Wright, one of 
his employees, to join him in business and the 
two formed the partnership that became A&W. 

There are more than 675 A&W All American 
Food outlets in 15 countries and territories 
around the world, and A&W produces the 
world’s number one selling root beer. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in com-
memorating A&W’s 90 years of exceptional 
service. 
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HONORING FRED H. SWANSON 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 19, 2009 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay special tribute to Mr. Fred H. Swanson. 
On June 29, 2009, after 26 years, Fred is re-
tiring from his position as Director of the Uni-
versity of California Kearney Research and 
Extension Center near Parlier, California, a 
tenure that saw the transformation of a quiet 
UC field station into a world-class agricultural 
research facility. 

Mr. Swanson’s journey began only five 
miles from Kearney on the family farm. Upon 
graduating from high school, Fred left for col-
lege to the University of California, Davis. In 
1965, upon receiving his Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Viticulture, the adventurous side of 
Fred led him to take a position growing food 
for thousands of workers who were tasked 
with constructing dams in West Pakistan. 
Three years later, the job finished with West 
Pakistan’s electricity capacity successfully 
doubled and the 35-acre farm effectively 
turned over to the Pakistan army. With the 
completion of this project, Mr. Swanson re-
turned to California where he took a post man-
aging a vineyard in the McDowell Valley of 
Mendocino County. 

Mr. Swanson was then hired as a UC Coop-
erative Extension viticulture farm advisor for 
Fresno County, a position he held for 10 
years. Fred then returned to expand his own 
farming operation while helping others with 
their farms. During this time, Fred met the leg-
endary viticulture specialist Fred Jenson which 
led Mr. Swanson to apply for the open direc-
torship at the Kearney Ag Station. 

Since 1983, Fred has made outstanding 
contributions to the Kearney Ag Station. One 
of his early additions was the purchase of 75 
acres of farmland across the street from the 
original parcel. With this purchase, the total 
amount of land available for research grew to 
330 acres with 45 different varieties of agricul-
tural crops including stone fruit, nut crops, rai-
sins, wine and table grapes, specialty vegeta-
bles, blueberries and kiwifruit being grown on 
this acreage. 

In 1989, Swanson made one of his most 
visible improvements with the construction of a 
two-story state of the art laboratory, office and 
meeting complex. This laboratory and office 
complex provided UC scientists, recognized 
worldwide for their pioneering agricultural re-
search, the facilities needed to further their re-
search. Additionally, under Fred’s direction, a 
20,000 square foot greenhouse complex was 
completed in 2003. This complex continues to 
give Valley agricultural scientists access to 24 
high quality greenhouse modules with com-
puter controlled heating, cooling and lighting 
systems. Among his many awards, Fred’s ac-
complishments have been recognized by the 
University of California, Davis through the 
Award of Distinction from the College of Ag & 
Environmental Sciences and the Citation for 
Excellence by the Cal Aggie Alumni Associa-
tion. 

Madam Speaker, it goes without saying that 
Mr. Swanson’s dedication and accomplish-
ments to the San Joaquin Valley’s agriculture 

community have gained him respect and ap-
preciation from all who have worked with him 
and know him. With retirement now a reality, 
Fred is preparing to spend more time with his 
wife Cheryl, as well as enjoying fishing and 
hunting trips. We owe Fred a magnificent col-
lective thank you. I honor Fred Swanson, be-
fore you my colleagues, for his productive 
years of service to agriculture and the nation. 

f 

IN HONOR OF ELLEN PSENICKA 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 19, 2009 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and recognition of Ellen 
Psenicka, whose forty-year tenure as reporter, 
editor and publisher of the award-winning 
Neighborhood News, continues to enlighten, 
entertain and unite Cleveland’s southeast 
community every Wednesday, highlighting cur-
rent events along our city streets—from the 
neighborhoods of Slavic Village, to the streets 
of Garfield Heights, to the steps of Cleveland 
City Hall. 

Ellen grew up in Sandusky, Ohio and went 
on to attend Ohio University, where she 
earned a Bachelor’s degree in Journalism. 
Shortly following graduation, in June, 1969, 
Ellen was hired as a reporter by Jim Psenicka, 
publisher of the Neighborhood News. A few 
years later, Jim and Ellen were married, and 
they worked in dedication to each other, to the 
newspaper and to the community until Jim’s 
passing in 2001. At that time, Ellen accepted 
the torch of leadership passed to her by Jim, 
and she continues to carry on his legacy of 
excellence in journalism, and his commitment 
to the Greater Cleveland Community. 

Ellen’s spirit of volunteerism and focus on 
the betterment of the community is evident 
throughout Southeast Cleveland and its sub-
urbs. Her kind and humble nature draws peo-
ple to her, and she has garnered the admira-
tion and respect of everyone she knows. She 
is a longtime member of the Garfield Heights 
Historical Society and serves as a board 
member for Cleveland Central Catholic High 
School. She is currently serving her second 
term as President of the Kiwanis of Southeast 
Cleveland. As a member and leader in 
Kiwanis, Ellen has been instrumental in lead-
ing several fundraising efforts aimed at local 
student scholarship awards, and recently, a 
fundraiser and recognition dinner honoring Dr. 
Javier Lopez which raised greatly-needed 
funds for his medical missions to Central 
America. Ellen has always reached out with a 
generous heart wherever and whenever need-
ed. Her efforts in volunteerism also include her 
tireless dedication in her efforts to save St. Mi-
chael’s hospital. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor and recognition of Ellen Psenicka, 
as she celebrates her 40th Anniversary with 
the Neighborhood News. The Neighborhood 
News is read by tens of thousands of people 
weekly, and continues to inform and unite us 
all. Ellen’s commitment to bringing us the 
news of the neighborhood and her generosity 
as a community leader and volunteer serves 
to brighten and strengthen our entire commu-
nity. 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF SHER-
IFF EDWARD JACKSON ‘‘JACK’’ 
DAY 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 19, 2009 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, Thomasville 
and indeed all of Clarke County recently lost 
a dear friend, and I rise today to honor him 
and pay tribute to his memory. 

Edward Jackson Day, known to his friends 
and family as ‘‘Jack,’’ served the people of 
Clarke County as a law enforcement officer for 
nearly four decades—as a sheriff’s deputy, 
chief deputy, and eventually as sheriff of 
Clarke County. He devoted his 71 years to his 
family, his faith, and to keeping the residents 
of Thomasville and surrounding communities 
safe. 

Jack began his law enforcement career as 
an auxiliary state trooper in 1967, and was 
promoted to a full-time deputy three years 
later. In 1978, he became chief deputy under 
Sheriff Roy Sheffield. When Sheriff Sheffield 
retired in 1993, Jack was appointed sheriff of 
Clarke County and served in that capacity until 
his retirement in January of 2007. He was a 
past president of the Alabama Sheriff’s Asso-
ciation and a member of the National Sheriff’s 
Association, the Fraternal Order of Police and 
the Democratic Executive Committee. In addi-
tion, Sheriff Day was an avid hunter and a 
member of Oliver Lodge No. 334 F&AM. 

Sheriff Day was also an active member of 
his church, Pineview Baptist Church, where he 
served as a deacon. He served on the board 
of the Southwest Alabama Children’s Advo-
cacy Center, as well as the advisory boards of 
the Department of Youth Services and Life 
Tech community. He was also a former board 
member and chairman of the Boys and Girls 
Club. 

As he prepared to retire as sheriff, Jack 
noted, ‘‘You learn to take the bad times with 
the good times. We’ve had some tragedies, 
but we’ve had a lot more good times and I’m 
glad for that. You always remember you’re 
there to protect and serve the people.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in remembering a dedicated community 
leader, a friend to many throughout south Ala-
bama, as well as a wonderful husband, loving 
father, grandfather, and great-grandfather. 
Jack Day will be dearly missed by his family— 
his wife, Wilma Gates Day; his son, Mayor 
Sheldon Allison Day; his daughter, Daphne 
Elaine Day; his two sisters, Mary Ellen Day 
Parten and Jerry Ann Day Little; his five 
grandchildren, Jeffrey Devin Deas, Brittney 
Elaine Deas, Leslie Allison Dellinger, and 
Kaitlin Elizabeth Day and Thomas Zachary 
Day; and his three great-grandchildren, 
Carrigan Elizabeth Day, and Malya Elizabeth 
Deas and Devin Baine Deas—as well as the 
countless friends he leaves behind. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with them all 
during this difficult time. 
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